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By Robin Lloyd ment directly on the local issue ofwhether Jet Propulsion Laborato-
STAFVWRITER ry's dumping ()f toxic chemicals

decades ago contributed to
LACANADAFUNTRIDGE-- Cases Hodgkin's cases among former stu-

of Hodgkhfs disease such as those dents of St. Bede Catholic School
suffered by former students at a nearby.
school in the Arroyo Seco are more But she _id t_esearch shows that
often related to affiuei_ce than expo- clusters of the most common type
sure to toxic chemicals, a USC of Hodgkin's disease -- nodular
researcher said. sclerosis -- are usually associated

Wendy Cozen, medical epidemi- with affluent demographics, not
ologist for the USC Cmlcer Surveil-
lance program, declined to com- Pleaseturnto DISEASE/ At6 l
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DISEASE eases when they were :supposed as young adults and lived into," she said. "They'(get) ex- the La Canada Flintridge area,

cius e posed to kids at a later age and where residents tend to be well-t rs associated get the disease as an adolescent educated and affluent.

with affl en e or young adult." But Girardi dismissed Coz-U C In the local case, a lawsuit en's analysis, saying research
has_ been filed by a Glendale will uphold his clients' claims.

Continued 'from A1 woman who claims her daugh-
ter's fatal Hodgkin's_ disease "Research in these areas is

toxics. "For young adults, there was Caused by JPL's dumpiuF pretty useless unless you're
is no evidence that high expo- of toxic chemicals, dealing right at the cutting
sure to chemicals has anything JPL officials have in the past edge because the causative fac-
to'do with:the etiology of the conceded the dumping but tors of chemicals and disease
disease,,' Cozen said. vowed to fight the lawsuit rig- growing at a geometric progres-

• The most common demo- orously, questioning the link sion rate," lie said.
graphic profile is white, age between Hodgkin's disease and Girardi says five more people -'}

15-35, from higher educational chemicals, diagnosed with Hodgkin's dis- _ _f

and economic backgrounds, Attorney Tom Girardi is rep- ease who attended St. Bede
•Cozen said. resenting Anita Salvo, who have approached him in the

The susceptibility to Hodg- claims her daughter France- past week to learn more about
kin's is related to affluence be- sca's 1989 death was the result the lawsuit.

cause children in high-income of the NASA lab's dumping of "I
families tend to have fewer sib- 23 toxic chemic-ql¢ hl the At- think jurors would be very
lings and less exposure to other royo Seco decaaes ago. Two impressed that this wasn't just
kids, Cozen said. Sunland women with Hodgkin's some solitary case that took

"The model is a patient who are co-plaintiffs on the lawsuit, place, but something that is
is raised in an environment seeking unspecified damages, widespread," Girardi said.
that is protected and not ex- The three women in the law- I,egal staffers will interview
posed to lots of little kids, a suit attended St. Bede Catholic the five people this week, and
person of high social class who School -- within a mile of JPL evaluate whether to add them
didn't get all the childhood dis- in the 1970s, were diagnosed to the lawsuit, the lawyer said.
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